September 2010

10 Year Anniversary In The AKC

First ten show champions
CH Mals-About Little Drummer Boy owned by Patricia Fendley bred by Patricia Fendley date 10/08/00.
CH Cerebella Del Caos JH owned by Debbie Perrott/Shirley Knipe bred by Allison Schultz date 10/13/00.
CH Mals-About's Stocking Stuffer owned by Patricia Fendley bred by Patricia Fendley date 10/14/00.

CH Sentling Timo by owned by Allison Schultz bred by Liz Shaw/Jonathan Shaw date 10/21/00.

CH Morghengo Alfredo owned by Sue Moen bred by Guido Malandruccolo date 10/22/00.

CH Aurelio JH owned owned by James Channon bred by Giuseppe Guidi date 10/27/00.

CH Dazens La Fanciulla owned by Jean Brickell bred by David Badollet date 10/28/00.

CH Mirkwoods Caruso owned by Sherry Cummings bred by Karen Nace/Kelly Hendrix/Ronald W. Staner-
son date 10/28/00.

CH Leonardo Del'Aldo Di Morghengo owned by Susan Moen bred by Guido Malandruccolo date 11/11/00

CH MalsAbout's Let Freedom Ring owned by Patricia Fendley bred by Patricia Fendley date 11/19/00.

First nine ®ow grand champions
GCH CH Spinfandel Mariah's Storm JH owned by Mary Faeth bred by Mary Faeth date 06/18/2010.

GCH CH Couchfield's King Of Camelot owned by Jackie Spiars/Sharyn Conole bred by Michelle Brustein
date 07/10/2010.

GCH CH Klondike's Frederico llario owned by Susan Moen/Carol Sheridan bred by Susan Moen/Carol
Sheridan date 07/10/2010.

GCH CH Couchfields Maximus Del Mucrone owned by Michelle Brustein/Dave Brooks/Walter Carucci bre
by Michelle Brustein/Dave Brooks date 07/17/2010.

GCH CH Kala's Qualcosa Parlare Di owned by Stacie Coates/Kathleen Hamaker bred by Marilee Cole/
Kathleen Hamaker/Matt Cole 07/17/2010.

GCH CH Standfast Wild Bill owned by Daina B. Hodges/Gregory P. Sponseller bred by Daina B. Hodges/
Gregory P. Sponseller date 08/19/2010.

GCH CH Bela's Presto Chan@eRN owned by Patricia Miller/Leslie Miller/Kirk Miller bred by Patricia J
Miller/Leslie Miller/Kirk Miller/Erik M. Miller date 08/21/2010.

GCH CH Lake Desires Princess Isabella owned by Jim Wiseman/Cathy Wiseman bred by Jane Coletta dz
08/22/2010.

GCH CH Javal I'M Movin On To Hootwire RN owned by Debbie Perrott/Shirley Knipe bred by Val Smith
08/28/2010.
First ten hunting JH titles
Grouse Rouster's-By VCD1 UD RE JH owned by Berdell Koch bred by Michael Mccormick date 11/19/00.
Risky Business Kassandra JH owned by Gale Roberson/John Roberson bred by James Channon date
02/10/01.

CH Isis Appoggiando CD RN JH owned by Janice R Naigus bred by Janice R Naigus date 04/14/01.

Argo Di Morghengo RN SH owned by Michael Ohlstein bred by Guido Malandruccolo date 06/09/01.

Numa Da Grazia JH owned by Martin Brady/Sarah Brady/Lauren Buono/Haley Buono bred by Denise Har
-Nosko date 06/10/01.

Risky Business L. Pitta Macchia JH owned by Ed Applegate/Suzanne Applegate bred by James Channon
10/21/01.

CH Risky Business Snoopy JH owned by James Channon bred by James Channon date 10/21/01.

CH Risky Business Zuccherina Lucy's Prize JH owned by Ed Applegate/Suzanne Applegate bred by Jame
Channon date 10/21/01.

CH Risky Business Jenny Bogwalker JH owned by James Channon/Joe Zawadowski bred by James Cha
date 10/21/01.

Mimi' Di Villa Carla SH owned by Ed Applegate/Suzanne Applegate bred by Tullio Bottani date 10/21/01.

(Continued on page 1i214).
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The Presidentodos Message

We have some hunting trips all of the committees to keep things tive January 1, 2011.
planned here and | hope everyone moving forward. We are getting

el se does too. ‘ready to begin the process of updat-
numbers in the areas we go look to ing the Constitution and Bylaws. In
be very promising. We also have this process we will send the pro-
one dog ready for the NA testand posed changes to AKC for their

one dog ready for UT and another approval and they will then be sent
one close to ready for UT. We have to the membership for a vote. Once
been extremely busy this summer, approved by both the AKC and the
training and working around here  members the changes are again ser
and it is hard to believe that sum-  to the AKC for final approval. This That is pretty much it for now,
mer is gone!!l The good thing is will in no way be a fast process. HAPPY HUNTING EVERY-

that means hunting season is ready We have received word that the ONE!!!
to begin and | can hardly wait.

AKC approved our request to add  Jeff Rhodes
the water test to become an AKC

Senior or Master Hunter for the

Spinone. This change will be effe

e AR e

Everything is looking good for the
upcoming annual meeting in Olym-
pia, Washington. The committee
there is working very hard to put
this all together. Make sure to put
the annual meeting on your calen-
dar so you can travel out to the west
and have a great time.

The board has been working with

SCOA Treasurerods Report
Net Worth - As of 7/31/2010

As of 703172010
872010
73172010
Account Batanca
ASSETS
Cash and Bank Accounts
WellsFargoChecking 1220627
WellsFargoSavings 49.060.15
TOTAL Cash and Bank Accounts 61,266.42
TOTAL ASSETS 61,266,42
LIABILITIES
Other Liabilties
Deferrad Revenue 340.00
TOTAL Other Liabilities 340,00
TOTAL LIABILITIES 340.00
OVERALL TOTAL 60,926 .42

I EEEEEEEE—
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SCOA Financials

SCOA YTD 2010 Vs2009:4
1/15/2009 through 7/31/2010
81172010 Page 1
1/15/2008- 1115/2010- Amount
Category Description 713172009 713172010 Diffarenca
INCOME
AKC Hunt Test Income 2,570.00 0.00 -2,570.00
Annual Meeting Income
An Mig Regis-Food-Catalog 18,852.00 19,797.00 M5.00
An Mg Trophy Fund 2,108.50 2,369.00 260.50
AnMestingMerchandiseSales 341800 799475 4,576.75
AnMig Hurt Test & NAVHDA 3,561.00 3,861.00 310.00
AnMtgCERF-Microchip-CGC-TDI 657.00 3.932.01 321501
Annual Meeting Auctions 7,589.00 9,158.00 1,569.00
Annual Meeting Show Enlry Inc B,116.00 8,354.00 238.00
TOTAL Annual Meating Income 44,291.50 55465.76 11,1746
Breed Info & Breeder Ads 14269 100.00 4299
Calendar Sales & Photo Corntest 2,926.00 2,033.00 -863.00
Donation
General Fund Donations 0.00 186.08 186.08
Hesith 88478 80.00 -804.78
Rescue Donations 0.00 831.00 831.00
TOTAL Donation 88478 1,197.08 312.30
Ganeral March Sakes 0.00 1,842.00 1,842.00
Invest Inc 17.16 35.70 18.54
Membership dues 1044500 14,710.00 4,265.00
Misoellansous Club Income-Other 21673 0.00 «216.73
TOTAL INCOME 61,494.16 75,383.54 13,889.38
EXPENSES
Uncategorized 0.00 0.00 0.00
AKC Hunt Test Expenses 1,608.25 0.00 1,608.25
Annual Meeting
AM Catalog,Reg,Show Sec'y 6,841.58 5,972.80 888.78
AM CERF&Micrchip Expense 71640 2,580.00 -1,863.60
AM Equipment and Decor 1,260 80 347162 191082
AM Food Expenses 12,139.13 18,346.26 -6,207.13
AM HotelLodging-Grounds 97499 1,060.00 -85.01
AM Hurkt TestSNAVHDA Exp 3,927.43 477915 -851.72
AM Judge Expenss 3,397.77 4,137.56 139.79
AM Merchendise Expenses 2403.00 6,952.89 -4.549.89
AM Seminar & Photo Exp 608.73 1.417.00 -B08.27
AM Trophies Awsrds Ribbons 241167 360427 -1,492.60
TOTAL Annual Meeting 34 68150 52,321.55 -17.640.05
Calendar Printing & Exp 188.57 234.30 4573
Club Expenses
Ballot & Voling Expenses 1,884 50 1,860.00 5550
Bank charge 34643 24525 101.18
Club Expenses-Other 25197 1461.85 -1,209.88
Donalion Expenssa 200.00 0.00 200.00
Gen Uab- Accidant-D&O Ins 600.00 600.00 0.00
Leagal-Prof Fees 172725 268.34 145891
Postage 1,181.34 0.00 1,181.34
Regional Sp& Supp Entry Exp 733.00 406.37 326.63
TOTAL Club Expensas 6,834 .49 4683181 2,002.68
Merchandise Expense 0.00 11.32 -11.32
Newsletter-MemberPack-Print
Newsletter Printing And Postage 1,148 87 157153 422 66
TOTAL Newslatter-MamberPack-Print 1,14887 157153 -122.66
TOTAL EXPENSES 44 559.68 50,070.51 -14,510.83
OVERALL TOTAL 16,934.48 16,313.03 -621.45
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Contacts

Jeff Rhodes: President, 1959 Millersburg Rd., Wooster, OH 44691, 330-264-9253, jrhodes-
sage@gmail.com

Bobbi Benson: Vice -President, lowa, spinoni@louisacomm.net

Don Lamoureux: Treasurer, Minnesota, spinon7806@aol.com

Jan Naigus: Secretary, Florida, spinone@cfl.rr.com

] ) 2 Brian E. Sr;all
Sue McGregor, Board Member, Washington, gbrezza@hotmail.com

Deb Davenport: Board Member, South Dakota, smartdog22@rap.midco.net

Chris Sweetwood: Board Member, Connecticut, csweetwood@att.net

Kim Vanderbilt: Membership Secretary, New York, SCOAmembership@gmail.com

Karen Luckey: AKC Delegate, 5 Robin Court, Old Brookville, NY 11545, 516835-4487, art-
biz@optonline.net

Mary Faeth: Co -Editor, Registry of Merit Chair, California, Spinfandel@yahoo.com, 530-
365-7141

Daina Hodges: Co -Editor, Montana, standfastspinoni@gmail.com

Karen Moodie: Health Committee Chair, kminnh@aol.com

Alyssa Pease: Hunt Test Committee Chair, Virginia, spinone-

cos@yahoo.com

Keely Ghirardelli: Awards Committee Chair, Washington.

keelyreg@aol.com

Lauren Friedman, Northeast Regional Reporter ME, VT, NH, MA, RI, CT,

NJ, DE, MD, PA, NY Imfl3@att.net

Kathy Hamaker, Junior Showmanship Committee Head, Midwest Re-
gional Reporter  MN, W1, 1A, IL, MO, MI, IN, OH, KY kalabrits@aol.com

Northwest Regional Reporter WA, OR, NV, CA, AK, HI (Need volunteer)

Leslie Kunz , Rocky Mountain Regional Reporter MT, ID, WY, UT, CO, ND,
SD, NE, KSlesliekunz@g.com

Honey Key, South Regional Reporter TN, WV, VA, NC, SC, MS, AL, GA, FL
hkey07@yahoo.com

Southwest Regional Reporter AZ, NM, OK, TX, AR, LA (Need volunteer)
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SCOA Board Voting Activity

Minutes of the Board Meeting June 1,
2010

Present: Bobbi Benson, Liz Bodell, Deb
Davenport, Don Lamoureux, Sue
McGregor, Jan Naigus, Jeff Rhodes,
Chris Sweetwood

Absent: None

Quorum was established.

The board went into executive session at
9:09 PM, and left executive session at
9:46 PM.

Minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved. (Don/Bobbi)

Minutes of the annual business meeting

were read and approved. (Chris/Don;
Abstained: Deb)

Report of Secretary:

Two requests for donations were
received, from the AKC Humane Fund
and the National Animal Interest Alli-
ance. The letters will be scanned and
sent to the rest of the board. Discussion
is tabled to email.

Treasureros report

A preliminary report was submitted
to the board.

Committee reports:

Health committee: Karen Moodie has
CA test kits available.

National specialty: Discussion of
ways to recognize new members and
those attending their first national.

Unfinished Business: Discussion of
standing rules tabled to email.

New Business: None.

Next meeting July 7, 2010

Motion to adjourn (Chris/Don)

Meeting adjourned at 10:37 PM

Minutes submitted by Secretary, Jan Nai-
gus

Minutes of the Board Meeting July 7,
2010

Present. Bobbi Benson, Deb Davenport,
Don Lamoureux, Sue McGregor, Jan
Naigus, Jeff Rhodes, Chris Sweetwood,
Kim Vanderbilt

Absent: None

Quorum was established.

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Jeff Rhodes at 9:07 PM.

Report of Secretary: None.

Treasurero6s report

The current total of all bank
accounts is $58,618.49.

Moved and passed to accept

treasurer ds report

Committee reports:
Ways and Means: The playing

card committee is almost ready to submit
the order to the printing company.

Hunt test: Has a working draft
of the requirements for local groups
wanting to hold hunt testdrall tests are
about 75% staffed.

Awards: The committee will
begin to send out the awards certificates
once the title information is received
from AKC.

Moved and passed to accept
committee reports (Chris/Don)

Unfinished Business

Kim will confer with Liz to
finalize the Spinone brochure, and will
get with Jeff about printing costs.

Supported entry requirement
revisions: The requirements will be left
as they are (history of 5 dogs entered in
theshawjard /SERAPYides $50), to be
revisited in a year. Moved and passed
(Deb/Bobbi)

Moved and passed that a PayPal

account is not viable for SCOA at this
time. (Don/Chris) Discussion about
PayPal accounts for national specialty
committees tabled; Sue will get more
information.

Deb will talk to Liz about AKC
web site photo change.

Requests for donations were
received from the NAIA (National Ani-
mal Interest Alliance) and the AKC Hu-
mane Fund. Moved and passed (Deb/
Chris) that SCOA not donate at this time..

Membership:

Thirteen proposed members
presented by the membership secretary.
Moved and passed to accept (Chris/Don)
The late renewals will have to reapply.

New Business

Moved and passed to publicize
the WA breeders seminars on the web
site. (Don/Deb)
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SCOA Board Voting Activity

Request received to purchase medallions agrees to provide the national specialty  the Springer club how they do theirs.

for a]l r_1ationa| s;pecialty placements, Sweepstakes .j udge Next meeting August 11, 20109
qualifying obedience and rally scores, meals for the day, and a gift not to exceec
NAVHDA prizes, and hunt test legs. $50. (Deb/Sue) Motion to adjourn (Chris/Deb)

Moved and passed to refer to the Awards

committee. (Don/Chris) Proposal for Dr. Bell seminar at Meeting adjourned at 10:24 PM

the 2011 national : gom-

Moved and passed that SCOA  puterized pedigree database; Deb will ask Minutes submitted by Secretar

Jan Naigus

Committee report d Health Committee -Health Survey Report

HEALTH SURVEY REPORT 7 Aug 2010 go towww.offa.org Click on Spinone ltal-
iano in the health surveys box. Respond to

We have had a good response to the SpinortBe questions, click finish and your an-

Health Survey.As of this date240surveys = swers are automatically added to the data-

have been completed towards our goal of base.l t 6 s t h@ompleteiaspveye .

1000. for each Spinone you have owned, living
and deceased(f you filled out a health

The top health concerns out of 240 surveys history before April 1, 2010, please com-

§
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are: plete the new survey so your results count.)
500
1. Ear Disorders 38 dogs (15.8%) 400
2. Gastrointestinal 34 dogs (142%) |1 f you donét have co 300 ess, sel
3. Allergies 33dogs (13.8%) me a noteRae Jirsa
4. Cancer 28dogs (11.7%) 947 W. Rosser StreePrescott, AZ86305

or call me at 928710-6944.
Everyonecan check out the count and results at

http://www.offa.org/surveys/survey spinone.html

If you have not completed a survey please Health Survey Count

Committee reportd 2011 National Specialty Committee

neticist) what (who?) we need, so plan to step up
Just a quick updatiethe website is up 9 Trophiesi we should have details and help out
and running (and sponsorship And much moreeé stay tu
(www.scoaspecialty2011.infor avail- site for further developments! We look
able at the SCOA website) and we are 9 Health clinicsi CA testing, thyroid forward to seeing everyone in our
adding to it often as we get things ironed  testing, and CERF testing fificornero of the countr

out! We are currently working on
I Menusi expect great food!

il _Seminars: Dr. Jean Dodds (thyroid ) R Submitted by Sue McGregor
testing) and Dr. Jerald Bell (SCOA ge-  Volunteersswe 61 | have a |

1 ———
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Regional Reports and Brags

Northeast Region
Submitted by Chris Sweetwood

Spinone Only Days on July®1" in
Bowdoinham, Maine was a wonderful
event attended by many new and long-

time club members and | think | speak for

everyone in stating that a great time was
had by all. Three days in beautiful Maine,
with volunteers from SCOA and the Yan-
kee NAVHDA chapter working side by
side in all areas of hunt training. There
were seminars on Firgtid, gun safety,

the conditioned retrieve and terrific

Midwest Region

Hello from the Midwest!With no
computer | am limited in news, so
please remember to send me your tid-
bits you want to shareThis is all about

all of our dogs. So please share hunting

or hunt test news, performance and
show news as well as just being a dog
news. Send to my email ad-
dressgalabrits@aol.comThank the
Lord for technology and Blackberries!!

At the Marshall, Ml shows in July, Dan
and Barb Spence from Ohio, finished
two champions. Ch Bellabravo Bruno
and Ch Bellabravo DicianneCh Bel-

Rocky Mountain Region - Rocky Mountain Regional Specialty

meals. It was a great way to spend time
with fellow Spinone lovers. Make sure
you mark it on your calendar for next
year. For more information go to
ispinoneonly.orgo
up fast so make your reservations early
and dondt get | ef't

On July 12, 2010 Siena Castellana Di-
Morghengo MH CDX RAE TDIEVA

TWT andCh Drago Castellano of Trollbo a n d

SH CD RA TDIEVA TWT (owned by

Lauren Friedman and Chris Sweetwood)

were awarded their Tail Waggin Tutors

(TWT) titles by Therapy Dogs International

in recognition of 100 visits for participation

in TDId&ds reading progra
Spinoni to receive this distinction. S

We have asked before and we are asking
again for input, information, stories and

things of interest from the Northeast gang.
Pl ease dondt | et us

dov
your chance to tell

labravo Dicianna also received a Group Viola finished her championship on my

4 on Sunday. Big congratulations!

Su Lindsey from Ohio has been busy
working on performance with her
dogs. Her Hagrid is now Ch KalLa's
Rubeus Hagrid CDX,RE,JH. Hagrid
finished both his CDX and RE titles
June 6th in Toledo,OhioSu also com-
pleted a CD and RN title on her girl,
KalLa's Verde D'Invidia May 30th in
New Castle, PA.l salute anyone who
can get these titles on Spins as we all
know how difficult this is! Matt and
Marilee Cole are thrilled that their little
girl is now a champioiKalLa's Fiore

birthday! It was a great day in Wiscon-

sin!! Viola is now home with them and
hopefully will get to bird camp this fall.
Stacie Coates reports that Gabi, is now a
Grand Champion and has gotten a Group 3
and a Group 4 recently. Stacie also shows
her in UKC events and Gabi was invited to
the Premier shows as the number 1 Spinone
and made the top 25 in their competition.
Congratulations to all. Please send your
news to me for next time so everyone is
represented in this report. Till next time
kiss your Spinone!! Submitted by Kathy
Hamaker

FAVAY OLVE
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Regional Reports and Brags

Teri 6s Juni or Hunt Test Or A What !

Submitted by Teri Turner in case that looks like it might happen, now those clips. The clip on my new vest is a good
if shedll just go al substtutelclipitonand off we go. ery-
thing will be fine. As soon as she gets close

This is one of those incidents that probably to the fence line | whistle her to turn and
shouldn't be shar ed we'reoff. Sofarsogood. The planis work-

Stella did a nice job in spite of her
handler who is the fastest banana in the-mid

of those times that needs to be shared soalli Ng sheds real |y hun Westshefinished her JH thatday and helr ut
those novice hunters out there will have half through our time and the judge tells me dauglhter Iuaca o':lly rflel?ds one ;n%re Ieg.kThe
something to hold on toDo Notbe drink- ~ the Spinone is on point. | can't see ‘cuz I'm p',féo |?yt ; c\jN a’n S dhiﬁdetr;w " ott fetrl? O(t:r et I

ing anything while reading this article!!! down | ow and | etags f 2ndsippeddownbe e seat of the rucl If, |

really was a fun weekend but next time | think
Il 61l pack some crackers
fruit in the motel room!

. cally challenged! Stella holds her point for

First let me set up the weekend.  me'to get up the hill and get close but the
The last day of St el pigmovessoshe goes after it, judge saysn
one more leg to finish her Junior Hunt title. #1530k your gun” so | go to grab my gun
Nice cool weekend in May, a good hunting 59 pull out . . . a banana!ll The only
dog and a not so experienced handler! Five thing | can do is yell BANG! The judges are
Acres of nice hunt training ground with a laughing I'm laughing the lady who is my
major highway on one side and a major brace mate kindly asks if I would like her to
gravel road on the other, separated only by - shoot her gun and between tears of laughtg
some barbed wire. Stella and | are brace 2. | say yes PLEASE! We finish out our 15
We've been pottied (both of us) and ready  minytes and have a good run with two mo

to go. First brace goes and within the first 2 5ints and a very kind brace mate shootin
minutes a GSP takes off after a blackbird  her pistol.

across the gravel road to the next field. This
dog is running just as fast as those four legs Now I know I had my gun when |
will go! The handler is calling and whistling ~ put the vest in the car. | distinctly rememb
but gets no response. So he starts off after putting it in a pocket but this is a new vest
the dog. We've got people climbing trees to SO I'm not familiar with all the pockets and
keep track of the dog, running along the the feel of the vest. When | picked it up it
barbed wire to try to stop him. One of the  felt heavy so | just assumed (we all know
judges takes off in a gallop towards the road how that usually turns out) that the weight
to try to keep the dog from running across =~ Was the gun. | think a little more training o
the highway. The handler finally gets the the weight of a banana vs. a starter pistol
dog after about 20 minutes chasing him, might be needed!
who by the way is having the time of his

life! Things calm down and they call the
next brace. Il dm a |
may flush a bird and take off in the same
direction as the GSP. Crap now | have to go
the bathroom again! Got my plan in mind

Three braces later | have to go o
with Tuaca. The judge asks if | have my
banana or my gun this time | tell him | ate
the banana and | show him the gun. He vg
kindly shows me how he hooks his pistol t
his belt and | might want to get me one of

Bragd New Champions

CH Bella Campo Springtime Bria fin-
ished her championship with 3 major
the last a 5t. major and BOB. Dam is
BISS, CH Di Morghengo Zola Bella
Campo JH, and sire is CH Osage Cal
sar MH & NAVHDA VC (Brasch).

Submitted by Ann Bagnell

New Champion Standfast The Outlaw Josey Wales, fin-
ished in June, 2010. Bred by Daina Hodges. Owned by

Page 10 ' Mary Faeth, Daina Hodges and Colleen Schorr.



My Heart Spinone by Diana Cannon

There is a lovely large carved oak box
on my dresser. Inside the box resting
on velvet are the ashes of My Heart
Spinone, Asti.

Remembering back to the mid

1990's when | first researched Spinoni
Italiani, it was not uncommon to have
to wait for what seemed an eternity for
a White/Orange puppy to be

whelped. On April 20, 1997, along with
10 littermates, Grouse Rouster's Bara
D'Oro finally arrived!!  Asti (his call
name) was a very reserved puppy and
always very mature for his age--
although still being a typical puppy in
all other aspects. | realized immedi-
ately from his first puppy obedience
and agility classes that Asti was a quick
study and a straight "A" student. Be-
cause he was always thinking, another
of his nicknames was Voltaire. As he
grew and grew and grew and blos-
somed into everything and more than |
could have ever hoped for, | noticed
that Asti had a special gift--an ability to
calm people. So | had Asti tested to be
a Therapy Dog and he passed with fly-
ing colors. The rest is history.

For those that never met Asti, | called
him XXL for a very good reason. Asti
measured 31" at the withers and
weighed 135#s. Some equated

him with The Dragon Dog from The
Never-Ending Story. Asti was a large
breed dog in a giant breed dog body
which meant that there was more of
Asti to love. However as large as he
was, Asti was never in the way as he
preferred to sit on the sidelines and
observe the world and humans in it. If
only Asti could have talked as he was
also an excellent judge of character.

Asti continued his agility career when
Spinoni did not participate in agil-

ity. He loved to Track and was certified
but never made the lottery to actually
try to pass his TD. He was a canine
blood donor, a big brother to Grouse
Rouster's Destina and had a heart as
large as his body. He loved Opera
music-- in contrast to Destina's love of
rock and roll -- and was always present

as the whelper helper for Destina's two
litters as she would panic without him

and his calming effect. His therapeutic
abilities transcended the human realm.

In The Dog Therapy World, | chose
hospice as no one wanted to sign up
for these rather grim visits. Asti being
so XXL was perfect for the bed-

side. Asti had the patience of a saint as
he sat for up to an hour with a dying
hand on his giant Spinone head. Asti
had a "magic basket" he would bring
into the hospice facility. With permis-
sion, he would bring candy to patients,
Asti would have a balloon attached

to his collar that | would tie to the foot
of a hospice bed and | didn't know it
but Asti sneaked a Crispy Creme to

a patient that wanted one last treat..|
plead not guilty, it was Asti's decision
to have the treat wrapped in the "magic
basket" that day.

Asti was twice nominated for The AKC
ACE Therapy Dog of The Year. Person-
ally I believed that many Spinoni are
naturals for dog therapy work and it
was time to get out the word. Those of
you that go back asfar as | do with
SCOA know what | mean. Today there
are so many Spinoni that participate in
all different types of dog therapy i.e
reading with children, calming children
while they are being vaccinated, nurs-
ing home visits, etc. New ways are
constantly being discovered for dogs to
help the hu-

man

spirit. For

the most part

| believe that

therapy dogs

are "the quiet

dogs". There

are no rib-

bons, no

AKC titles,

no fanfare

just a great

deal of devo-

tion and

dedication to

those in

need. Never

underesti-

mate how much time and energy is
involved with doing dog therapy

work. It takes a special team. | decided
that it was time for Therapy Spinoni to
be honored. A bronze sculpture was
commissioned. It took a year to com-
plete. Asti's Compassion is a traveling
award given out at The National Spe-
cialty. | don't know how many parent
clubs have such an award but SCOA is
privileged to be able to award Asti's
Compassion and can hopefully set an
example for other parent clubs.

Asti and | experienced so many life
changes together.l was so lucky to

have my own personal therapy dog for
over 13 years. Asti was a true ambassa-
dor for our breed and | was honored to
be his mom. Asti was truly one in a
million.

| lost Asti before dawn on June 9th. He
painlessly crossed over The Rainbow
Bridge with the help of my wonderful
vet who came to my home so that Asti
could be surrounded by all his loving
family and have the comfort of a loving
hand stroking his head as he left our
world.

There is a lovely carved oak box on my
dresser....inside the box resting on vel-
vet are his ashes......inside my soul, in-
side my heart......is Asti.
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